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THE THOUGHTS
FROM EDITORIAL DESK

CONGRATULATION AND CAUTION

ortunate are those souls who are blessed with the following words from the Prophet, Sayyedina
FMuhammad (SallAllaaho “Alaihe WaSallam) th?:t is transmitted through Sayyedina Abu Hurairah:
ol 6y oS wory Gk Ay Cop Sl 2
“Whoever performs Hajj without engaging in ”Rafath”%.exual relations or obscene speech) or
sinning will return like the day his mother gave birth to him.” ... . (Bukhari) .,
AL V]2 ) oLl oy
“And the reward of Hajj Mabroor (the one accepted by Allah) is nothing except Jannah.”
(Bukhari)

It is expected from all the Haajis (Pilgrims) that they were sincere in their intentions and had
traveled thousands of miles only to secure the Pleasure of Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) by fulfilling
the obligation laid down upon them. May Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), the Almighty, grant all of
them acceptance and grant them opportunity again and again to visit the Sacred places. Aameen!

Nevertheless, it is important to draw the attention of the pilgrims towards certain points which
are necessary to observe and for which many pilgrims are seen neglectful of their significance.

1. The sincerity of intention should remain even after the performance of Hajj. There should be
no pomp or show. One should not wish to be called or recognized as a “Haaji”.

Many people adopt the habit of talking frequently about their journey in order that people may
come to know of their Hajj. They talk about the expenses incurred in the way of Allah (Subhaanahu
Wa Ta’aalaa), their charity amongst the poor and needy, their devotion and worship, their assisting the
weak and old, etc.; and all is mentioned only with the intention of gaining fame. This is a deceit from
Ole.s “Shaitaan” (Satan) who ruins the & lsle “/Ibaadaat” (Worships) without the person even knowing.
It is therefore of great importance that the pilgrim does not talk about his Hajj without necessity as it
may lead to :| , “Riyaa” (Show, Insincerity). However, if necessity arises and one must talk about his
Haijj then he is at liberty to do so. But, he must not indulge in this type of conversation unnecessarily.

2. Some pilgrims return from Hajj with only the bad aspects of the journey and make it a habit
of talking about nothing except the hardships they have encountered during Hajj. The pilgrims should
strictly refrain from this. On the contrary, they should talk about the greatness of the sacred places,
the spiritual gains, the enjoyment in devotions of ;s ~ “Haramain” — Umrah, Tawaaf, Salaam on the
Sacred Grave, Salaah in Masjid-ul-Haraam and Masjid-un-Nabawi, etc. If one looks at his journey of
Hajj carefully he will find that the good things far outweighs the bad. Every second spent in these
sacred places is incomparable with anything in the world.

The Hajj is a long journey where difficulties are certain to arise. when they travel in our country
do they always travel with comfort and ease? Do they never encounter difficulty? Do they not find
ourselves held up in traffic for hours on a Motorway? Considering the fact that millions of pilgrims,
from different countries and backgrounds, perform the rituals of Hajj at one time, in one place and many
of them have never before came across the situation of this sort in their life. The difficulties encountered
are insignificant. Whereas, the pilgrims are rewarded abundantly by Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)
upon every difficulty encountered in their journey unlike to other journeys. These conversations cause
discouragement to others who have not yet had the opportunity to perform Hajj. These unfortunate
pilgrims in a sense, dissuade others.

3. Thesign of a ,, »» & “Mabroor Hajj” (Accepted Hajj) is that upon one’s return, his life changes
from worst to good. He becomes totally punctual in fulfilling the commands of Allah (Subhaanahu Wa
Ta’aalaa). His love and inclination towards the Aakhirah increases and love for the worldly pleasures
decline. Therefore, it is essential that the pilgrim is watchful over his actions and should try his utmost
to instill in himself good characters and refrain from all types of evil. He should try his best to fulfill the
obligations laid down by Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) and avoid all the things forbidden by Him.
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AL-QURAAN
THE FINAL REVELATION
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AAYAAT Cont. 83-91

Part-xvi

Ma’aarif ul Quraan: Grand Mufti of Pakistan
Mufti Muhammad Shafi’ R.A.
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Logopai ails
“And when We made the children of Israel
take a pledge: “You shall not worship anyone but
Allah; and to parents you shall be good, and to
near of kin and to orphans and the needy. And
say to the people what is good, and be steadfast in

] 4 | AL-FAROOQ INTERNATIONAL

Salaah, and pay Zakaah’. Then, you went back (on
your word), all but a few among you, and you are
used to turning away.”
(Al-Bagarah 83)
This Aayah speaks of the pledge which
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) had made the
Israelites take, and the few people it refers to as
having been true to the pledge were those who
acted upon the Shari’ah of Sayyedina Moosaa as
long as it was in force, and when it was abrogated,
followed the Shari’ah of Sayyedina Muhammad
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam).

| JUNE-2025
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INJUNCTIONS AND RELATED CONSIDERATIONS

(1) This Aayah brings out the basic elements
common to Islam and all the
earlier Shari’ahs: Tauheed
(the doctrine of Unity or
Oneness); service to one’s
parents, relations, orphans
and the needy; being gentle
in speaking to all human
beings; Salaah and Zakaah.

(2) The Aayah asks
us to adopt a gentle tone and
an open-hearted manner in
speaking to others, whether
they are good or evil, pious
or impious, orthodox or
aberrant, followers of
Sunnah or adherents to
partitive innovations in it. In religious matter,
however, one should not try to hide the truth for
the sake of pleasing people or of winning their
approval. The Holy Quraan tells us that when
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) sent Sayyedina
Moosaa and Sayyedina Haroon (Moses and
Aaron) to the Pharaoh, He instructed them to
use gentle and soft words (20:42). None of us
who addresses another today can be superior to
Sayyedina Moosaa, nor can the man addressed be
viler than the Pharaoh.

Sayyedina Talha ibne ‘Umar recounts that
once he said to the great master of the Sciences of
Exegesis and Hadith, “Ataa, “One can see around
you people who are not quite orthodox in their
beliefs. As for me, I am rather short-tempered. If
such people come to me, I deal with them harshly.”
‘Ata’ replied, “Do not behave like this”, and,
reciting the present Aayah, he added, “Allah has
commanded us to speak to people politely. When
Jews and Christians all are to be treated like this,
would this commandment not apply to a Muslim,
no matter what kind of a man he is?” (Qurtubi)

really signifies

wise”.

Aayah 84
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“And when We made you take a pledge:

“You shall not shed one another’s blood, and you
shall not drive out one another from your homes’.
Then you agreed being yourselves the witness.”
(Al-Bagarah 84)

This Aayah is a supplement to the previous
Aayah, and speaks of the other articles of the
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Iman (Faith) does not merely
mean “knowing the truth”, but

truth and affirming it deed-
Otherwise, Shaitaan too
will have to be called a believer,
for he knows fully well what the
truth is. In fact, this knowledge of
the truth on the part of Shaitaan
intensifies the gravity of his
“Kufr” (Infidelity) all the more.

pledge taken by the Israelites. They had agreed
not to kill one another by engaging themselves in
an internecine war, and also
not to send their men into
exile that is to say, not to
harass a man so as to force
him to migrate.

They had willingly
taken this pledge. Now, it
may sometimes happen that
one does not express one’s
willingness in so many
words, but the manner of
his speech suggests it. The
agreement of the Israelites
was not of this order, but
as clear and explicit as
the statement of a witness

“accepting the

usually is.

Aayah 85
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“Yet, here you are, killing one another, and
driving a group of your own out of their homes,
supporting each other against them in sin and
aggression and if they came to you as prisoners,
you would ransom them, though their very
expulsion was unlawful for you! Do you, then,
believe in some part of the Book, and disbelieve
in some other? So, what can be the recompense
of those among you who do that, except disgrace
in present life? And, on Doomsday, they shall be
turned to the most severe punishment. And Allah
is not unaware of what you do.

(Al-Bagarah 85)

This Aayah recounts how the Israelites
broke the pledge they had willingly made. Allah
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) had laid down three
special injunctions for the Israelites:

(1) They should not kill one another in an
internecine war.

(2) They should not force their own people
into exile.

(3) If they found a man from amongst them
a prisoner of war, they should pay a ransom, and

| JUNE-2025



get him released
The Israelites disregarded the first two
injunctions, and acted upon the third alone which
they supposed easier to be carried out.
It happened

like this. There The Jews used to say sarcastically that
lived in Madinah al y,0ir hearts were “veiled”, by which they
Munawwarah two

tribes, the (»s! “Aws”
and the o “Khazraj”,
who were hostile to
each other, and would
often go to war. In the
environs of Madinah
al Munawwarah, there
also lived two tribes
of the Jews, the (&
L 3 “Bani Qurayzah”
and the ,x (& “Bani
Nadhir”. The former had
friendly relations with
the Aws, and the latter with the Khazraj. When
the Aws and the Khazraj went to war against each
other, the two tribes of the Jews also took part in
the battle, each on the side of its own friends. In
these battles, many Jews lost their lives or were
rendered homeless as much as the non-Jews. In
other words, the Jews of the Bani Qurayzah tribe
had a share in the slaughter and exile of the Jews

| 6 | AL-FAROOQ INTERNATIONAL

meant that their hearts were so well
protected against Islam that it could
never touch them. This was their way
of congratulating themselves on being
staunch in their belief. The Holy Quraan
points out that this is not the firmness of
faith, but a damnation, for they deny Islam
which now is the true religion, and stick to
a religion which has been abrogated.

of the Bani Nadhir tribe, and vice versa. However,
when some of the Jews became prisoners of war,
each of the two Jewish groups would persuade
their respective friends among the non-Jews
to accept a ransom and to release the prisoners.
When they were asked why they showed such a
solicitude for the prisoners, they would say that it
was obligatory for them to get prisoners released.
But when someone objected to their helping the
non-Jews in slaughtering the Jews, they used to
reply that it would be a real disgrace if they did
not go to the aid of their friends, even if they were
not Jews.

So, the present Aayah exposes their
duplicity and their perversity. The Holy Quraan
indicts their behavior as “sin and aggression”, and
this suggests that the Israelites were infringing on
two kinds of rights the right of Allah (Subhaanahu
Wa Ta’aalaa), by disobeying Him; and the right of
His creatures, by inflicting pain and loss on them.

The Aayah proceeds to reprimand them
for accepting certain injunctions laid down in the
“Torah”, while rejecting others, and following
their own whims in both the cases. At the end, this
long Aayah announces the grave punishment for
such misdeeds the Israelites will have to bear in
this world as well as in the other.

Let it be clearly understood that the
Jews referred to in this Aayah had already
become 3§ “Kaafirs”
(Infidels) by refusing
to accept and affirm
the prophethood of
Sayyedina Muhammad
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe
WaSallam). But instead
referring to this
aspect of their infidelity,
the Aayah points out

another  aspect. It
reprimands them for
having ok! “Iman”

(Faith) only in some part
of the Book (Torah) and
not having faith in some
other. If we take the words of the present Aayah
literally, it means that the Jews had become infidels
by not having faith in some parts (that is to say,
some injunctions) of the Torah. For, a Divine Book
has to be accepted as a whole; to reject a part is to
reject the whole, and clearly amounts to S “Kufr”
(Disbelief and Infidelity). But if we interpret the
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present Aayah in a different way, and take it to
be reprimanding the Jews
for not acting upon certain
injunctions, then a question
would arise here: How is it
that the Aayah delineates

their  infringement  of
certain commandments
as Kufr or infidelity,
although a believer cannot
be considered an infidel so
long as he accepts, at least
in principle, the distinctions
between the JY~ “Halaal”
(Lawful) and the |~
“Haraam” (Unlawful) exactly as laid down by
the Shari’ah? The answer to the question is that
when a sin is very grave, the idiom of the Shari’ah
sometimes delineates it as Kufr (Infidelity) in order
to emphasize its gravity and its moral nature. This
is also what the Hadeeth intends to do when it
saYS: P T R s 02
ST AB |deaze 350N 7 o

“He who gave up the Salaah willfully,
became an infidel.”

This second interpretation does not,
however, attenuate or modify the Kufr (infidelity)

| 7 | AL-FAROOQ INTERNATIONAL

The Jews were so stubborn m the worship
of their desires, that whenever the prophets
brought to them certain divine injunctions
which did not please them, the Jews would
deny the prophets - they denied even
Sayyedina ‘Eesaa, or would kill them outright
for example, they dealt in this vile manner
with Sayyedina Zakariyyaa (Zachariah) and
Sayyedina Yahya (John, the Baptist).

of the Jews of which they had already been
guilty by denying the
prophethood of Sayyedina
Muhammad (SallAllaaho
‘Alaihe  WaSallam).

The Aayah
announces that the
Jews will have to bear a
punishment not only in
the other world, but in this
world too in the shape of
humiliation and disgrace.
It took place as it had been
foretold. In the time of the
Holy Prophet (SallAllaaho
‘Alaihe WaSallam) himself,
the Jews of the Bani Qurayzah tribe had to lose
their lives or to undergo imprisonment, and those
of the Bani Nadhir tribe were expelled for having
broken the pact they had earlier made with the
Muslims.

A DOCTRINAL POINT

Aayah 85 announces the “punishment” for
Jews. One may very well ask here why the direst
punishment should be reserved for the Jews,
and not for atheists, for the Jews at least believe

|JUNE—2025



in Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa). The famous
Commentator g J1 “Aaloosi” says in his ! el
“Rooh al-Ma’aani” that every punishment meted
out to the infidels will be “the direst” in the sense
that it will have no end
or limit. So, what the
Aayah implies is not
that the punishment |
given to the Jews will |~
be more severe than the |
one given to all the other |
infidels, but that they F e
will be given the kind |
of punishment which
is “the direst” in the
sense of having no end |
or limit. In other words, "
the Aayah suggests that
the punishment given to the infidels will be more
severe than the one given to Muslim sinners.
But if there are going to be different degrees in
the punishment meted out to different kinds of
infidels, it does not in any way go against the
implications of this Aayah. (Bayaan al-Quraan)

L2
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“And, indeed, We gave Moosaa (Moses)
the Book, and after him
We sent messengers,
- one following the other;
' 'and We gave clear signs
- to ‘Eesaa, the son of
- Maryam (Jesus, the son
| of Mary), and supported
~ him with the Holy Spirit.
' Then, how is it that every
time a prophet came to
you with what does not
- meet your desire, you
grew arrogant? So, you
falsified a group (of the
messengers) and killed others.
(Al-Bagarah 87)

The Quraan again reminds the Israelites
how Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) in His Mercy
forgave them their transgressions again and again,
and provided them with all the means of guidance.
First of all, He gave them a Divine Book, the Torah,
through Sayyedina Moosaa ( then, sent them a

2\ (Y itd iits s
‘}(’-Yl:u ) gt ) 2\0-\»&5\0:'

Aayah 86 -
. N ISP number of prophets; and, at the end of this line,
e SiZ °fy\° CRTS50t BAA Gl sl sent down Sayyedina ‘Eesaa along with clear and
2 222 AN VA irrefutable  evidences
@ sl it f ot : : f hi hethood
“Those are the The Quraan again reminds the ?‘k tlﬁ }};mp e’; 00 ¥
ones who bought the Israelites how Allah (Subhaanahu Wa .. ¢ =Venee an

worldly life at the cost of
the Aakhirah (Hereafter).
So, punishment shall not
be lightened for them, nor
shall they be helped.”
(Al-Bagarah 86)
This Aayah
explains why the Jews will
have to undergo such a
severe punishment. They
have been disobeying
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa
Ta’aalaa) in order to satisfy their desires and to
enjoy worldly pleasures; they have also sacrificed
for these things their salvation in the other world.
Their sin being so great, Allah (Subhaanahu
Wa Ta’aalaa) will not reduce or mollify their
punishment, nor will He allow anyone to intercede
on their behalf.

Aayah 87
\:1_3\:3 Z:»ij\: LUJ\’J u‘ L_,..es’ “3 ‘/.'KJ\
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Ta’aalaa) in His Mercy forgave them
their transgressions again and again,
and provided them with all the means
of guidance. First of all, He gave them
a Divine Book, the Torah, through
Sayyedina Moosaa ( then, sent them a
number of prophets; and, at the end of
this line, sent down Sayyedina ‘Eesaa.

miracles, and appointed
the Archangel Jibra'il
(Gabriel) to give him
support.

The Archangel
Jibra’il has often
been called (w43

(ﬁ)
“Rooh al-Qudus” (the
Holy Spirit) in the

Noble Quraan and the
Hadeeth. For example,
in Aayah 16:102 - 45 |8
3l ~y, — “Say: ‘the
Holy Spirit has brought it (the Noble Quraan)
down’”; or in a couplet of the poet and the 3\«
“Sahaabi” (Companion) Hassaan bn Thabit,
reported in the Hadith:

The Sahaabi (Companion) Hassan bin
Thaabit, reported in the Hadeeth:
L.@ 4.\)\ J ) 94 ) ‘_}: ey

s e A
(Jibra’il, the messenger of Allah, comes to

us; he is the Holy Spirit, the incomparable.)
| JUNE-2025



Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) helped
and supported Sayyedina ‘Eesaa through Jibra“il
in several ways.

(1) He was conceived through the breath
of the Archangel.

(2) Jibrail protected him against being
touched by ¢ll.s “Shaitaan” (Satan) at the time of
this birth.

(3) The Archangel always accompanied
him in order to defend him against the hostility
of the Jews.

(4) It was through him that Sayyedina
‘Eesaa was raised to the heavens.

In spite of all these divine favors, the
Jews persisted in their rebellion. They were so
stubborn in the worship of their desires, that
whenever the prophets brought to them certain
divine injunctions which did not please them, the
Jews would deny the prophets — they denied even
Sayyedina ‘Eesaa, or would kill them outright
for example, they dealt in this vile manner with
Sayyedina Zakariyyaa (Zachariah) and Sayyedina
Yahya (John, the Baptist).

Aayah 88
(0 655 IS 0 K0 N«w@zu}w@
“And they “said: “Our hearts are veiled'.
Rather, Allah has cast
damnation upon them for
their disbelief. So, they
believe just a little.”
(Al-Bagarah 88)

The Jews used to
say sarcastically that their
hearts were “veiled”, by
which they meant that
their hearts were so well
protected against Islam
that it could never touch
them. This was their way of
congratulating themselves
on being staunch in their
belief. The Holy Quraan points out that this is not
the firmness of faith, but a damnation, for they
deny Islam which now is the true religion, and
stick to a religion which has been abrogated. They,
consequently, possess only “a little” Iman (Faith).
Since a little faith is not acceptable, they turn out
to be infidels.

The “little faith” which they possessed
pertained to the doctrines which are common to
Islam and Judaism -- for example, belief in Allah
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), or belief in the Day

with the Muslims.
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The Jews will have to bear a punishment
not only in the other world, but in this
world too in the shape of humiliation
and disgrace. It took place as it had
been foretold. In the time of the Holy
Prophet (SallAllaaho “Alaihe WaSallam)
himself, the Jews of the Bani Qurayzah
tribe had to lose their lives or to undergo
imprisonment, and those of the Bani
Nadhir tribe were expelled for having
broken the pact they had earlier made

of Judgment. But they did not accept Sayyedina
Muhammad (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) as
a prophet, and the Holy Quraan as the Word of
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa). So, their faith
was not complete.

If the Aayah describes “the little faith”
as Iman, it does so only in the lexical sense, for
Iman signifies total certitude, even if it pertains
to certain things, and not to others. But from the
point of view of the Shari’ah, such a partial Faith
cannot be described as Iman. The Shari’ah would
accept as valid only that Iman which affirms with
certitude each and everything that the Shari’ah
requires one to affirm.

Aayah 89
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“And when there came to them a Book
from Allah, which confirms what was with them,
while earlier, they used to seek help against those
who disbelieved, yet when there came to them
that they did identify, they denied it. So the curse
of Allah is upon the disbelievers.”

(Al-Bagarah 89)

The Torah had in
several places foretold
the coming of the Holy
Prophet (SallAllaaho
‘Alaihe  WaSallam). In
fact, the Jews themselves
used to tell the Arabs that
a new prophet and a new
Divine Book was soon to
come. But when the Holy
Quraan came down from
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa
Ta’aalaa), and even when
they had recognized its
authenticity, the Jews
denied it out of sheer spite.

The Aayah says that the Holy Quraan
confirms the Torah -- it means that the Holy
Quraan is a concrete evidence of the truth of the
prophecies made in the Torah with regard to the
coming of the Holy Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe
WaSallam) and of the Holy Quraan. One who
believes in the Torah cannot justifiably deny the
Holy Quraan and the Holy Prophet (SallAllaaho
‘Alaihe WaSallam), for such a denial would
involve a denial of the Torah itself.

| JUNE-2025
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KNOWLEDGE IS NOT ENOUGH FOR IMAN

One may want to know why the Holy
Quraan calls the Jews , 3§ “Kaafireen” (Infidels),
when they did recognize the truth as truth, which
should qualify them to be called “Believers”.
Let us explain that Iman (Faith) does not merely
mean “knowing the truth”, but really signifies
“accepting the truth and affirming it deed-wise”.
Otherwise, Shaitaan too will have to be called a
believer, for he knows fully well what the truth
is. In fact, this knowledge of the truth on the part
of Shaitaan intensifies the gravity of his “Kufr”
(Infidelity) all the more.

However, the next Aayah attributes the
infidelity of the Jews to their malice.

Aayah 90
Ahj/é\io..f ‘ja.g.) rg_.uu\c«u \L;.{.f\a
&1‘3»54;;)”./%., LS os o Mu' :Luu"”/
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“Vile is that for which they have sold out
their selves: that they should deny what Allah has
revealed, grudging that Allah should send down
some of His bounty to whomsoever He wills
from among His servants. So, they came out with
wrath upon wrath. And for unbelievers there is
humiliating punishment.”

(Al-Bagarah 90)

Prophethood cannot be earned through
one’s own efforts or one’s own merit; it is a special
grace which Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)
bestows on whomsoever He likes. But the Jews
were so envious and malicious that they denied the
Holy Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) and
the Holy Quraan out of sheer spite. In doing so,
they were questioning the Will of Allah Himself.
Thus, they earned divine wrath in two ways
tirstly, for denying a true prophet; and secondly,
for their envy and malice.

The Holy Quraan says that the Jews will
have to undergo a punishment which would
involve not only pain, but also disgrace and
abasement. The latter condition has been added to
suggest that this kind of punishment is peculiar to
the infidels, and is not meant for a true Muslim at
all, for a Muslim, no matter how great his sins are,
will be punished for the purpose of being purified,
not for being disgraced.

The next Aayah reports what the Jews
used to say with regard to the Holy Quraan,
which clearly shows their envy and malice as well
as their “Kufr” (Infidelity).

|10| AL-FAROOQ INTERNATIONAL

Aayah 91
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“And when it is said to them: ‘Believe in

what Allah has revealed’, they say: “We believe in

whathasbeenrevealed tous’--and they deny what

is beyond, whereas that is the truth, confirming

what is with them. Say: “Why then have you been

slaying the prophets of Allah earlier, if you were
believers?’”

L3

,}//

(Al-Bagarah 91)

The Jews flatly refused to believe in any
Book of Allah -- like the Evangel or the Holy
Quraan except in the Torah. This denial is a clear
evidence of their infidelity (Kufr). Moreover, they
also used to add that they believe in the Torah,
for it had been sent down to them. This comes
to mean that they denied the other Books just
because they had not been sent down to them.
Such an argument betrays their envy and malice.

The Holy Quraan refutes their argument
in three ways:-

(1) When the truth and authenticity of the
other Books has been established on the basis of
irrefutable arguments, what does, then, this denial
mean? If they had any doubts as to the arguments
on the basis of which authenticity was being
claimed for these Books, they could very well
have voiced this doubt, and satisfied themselves
on this point. But why this flat refusal to believe?

(2) The other Books, like the Holy Quraan,
confirm the Torah. If one denies them, one at the
same time denies the Torah itself.

(3) To slay a prophet is tantamount to
infidelity (Kufr), according to all the Divine Books.
Moreover, the prophets whom the Jews had all the
Divine Books. Moreover, the prophets whom the
Jews had killed were themselves Israelites, and
their teachings, were based on the injunctions
of the Torah. But the Jews not only killed these
prophets, but also accepted the killers as their
chiefs. This is a direct denial of the Torah, and
falsifies their claim that they believe in the Torah.

In short, nothing that the Jews say or do
is acceptable and valid from any possible point of
view.

The next Aayah proceed to refute the Jews
on several other counts.

(To be Continued)
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(Continued)

(Part-XIII)

Ma’aarif ul Hadeeth:
Maulana Muhammad Manzoor Nomani, R.A.
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(130/130)

Sayyedina Nu'maan bin Basheer related
that Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)’s Messenger
(SallAllaaho “Alaihe WaSallam) said:

“The mildest punishment to be inflicted on
a person in Jahannum is that he will be made to
wear a pair of sandals made of fire which will be
so hot as to set his brain boiling as if something
was cooking in a pot on a stove. He will not
imagine that anyone was undergoing a more
severe punishment (i.e., he will consider himself

| 11 | AL-FAROOQ INTERNATIONAL

to be receiving the hardest punishment), though
his punishment will, in truth, be the mildest in
Hell.”

(Bukhari and Muslim)
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(131/131)
Sayyedina Anas related to us that on
the Day of Judgement a person will be brought
from among the dwellers of Jahannum (i.e.. from
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among those who will be destined to end up in
Jahannum owing to their apostasy and polytheism
or lewdness and depravity) who will have lived in
greatest pomp and luxury in the world. He will be

Thus, of

the bondsman who will yield to his

the ultimate destination

inordinate appetites and perform

evil deeds shall be in Jahannum while
the bondsman who will observe the
commands of Allah (Subhaanahu Wa
Ta’aalaa) and remain faithful to Him

shall make his abode in Jannah.

dipped once in the Fire of Jahannum (and, then,
taken out of it immediately) and asked:

“O Son of Aadam! Have you ever known
comfort?”

He will reply:

“No, Our Lord! I swear by Thy Name that
I have never known what comfort is.”

Afterwards, a person will be brought from
among the dwellers of Jannah (i.e., from among
them whom will be deserving of Jannah owing
to their piety and devoutness) who will have led
a life of utter pain and misery on earth. He will
be dipped once in Jannah (i.e., he will be taken to
Jannah and, then, led out of it immediately) and
asked:

“O Son of Aadam! Have you ever known
misery?”

He will reply:

“No, Our Lord! I swear by Thy Name that I
have never known what pain or misery is”

(Muslim)

COMMENTARY

The chastisement of Jahannum is so severe
that a moment of it will make one forget the joys
and comforts of a lifetime and the blissfulness of
Jannah is so wonderful that a moment of it will
make one forget the pain and suffering of the
whole duration of one’s life.

(Y¥Y/VYY)
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(132/132)

Sayyedina Samurah bin Jundub that
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)’s Messenger
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) said:

“Among the people of Jahannum there will
be some whom fire will seize up to the ankle’s, and
there will be some whom fire will seize up to the
thighs, and there will be some whom fire will seize
up to the waist, and there will be some whom fire
will seize up to the breast-bone.”

(Muslim)

COMMENTARY

It shows that the state of everyone will not
be the same in Jahannum. Punishment will vary
according to one’s sins and transgressions.

O Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)!
Protect us!
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(133/133)

Sayyedina Abdullah bin al-Haarith
bin Jazz that the Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe
WaSallam) said:

“There are snakes in Jahannum as big
bodied as cx “Bukht” camels (which are bigger
than normal camels). They are so poisonous that if
one of them were to sting a dweller of Jahannum
once then he would find the effect of poison for
forty years (and be restless). There are scorpions
in Jahannum who resemble saddled mules in their
built. If one of them were to sting a dweller of
Jahannum once then he will suffer pain from it for
forty years.

(Musnad Ahinad)
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(134/134)

Sayyedina Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri related
that Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)’s Messenger
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) said:

“Ghassaaq (i.e., the stinking pus that
| JUNE-2025



will come out from the wounds of the people of
Jahannum and about which it is said in the Quraan
that it shall be their food at the time of intense
hunger) is such that if a bucket of it was thrown
into the world, the whole world would be filled
with its stench.” (At-Tirmizi)
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Sayyedina ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas narrated

that (once) the Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe

WaSallam) recited the Aayah (Aale ’Imraan 3:102):

5o b ;V @ Py
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“Oye who believe! Fear Allah as He should
be feared, and die not except in a state of Islam.”

And in connection with the fear of Allah
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) and His chastisement,
he further observed:

“If a drop of Zaqqoom (the infernal tree,
mentioned in the Quraan, the fruit of which those
doomed to the eternal punishment of Jahannum
shall eat) were to fall on the earth, it would be
enough to pollute all the articles of food and drink
found here. Now, imagine what will the condition
be of those who shall eat it.” (At-Tirmizi)

COMMENTARY

“Zaqqoom” is so detestable and poisonous
that if one drop were to fall on the earth then
everything here would get its filth, bad-odor and
poison. All our food will become rotten. What
then of those who have to eat it!
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(136/136)
Sayyedina Anas reported that Allah
(Subhaanahu = Wa  Ta’aalaa)’s  Messenger
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(SallAllaaho “Alaihe WaSallam) said (in a sermon):

“O People! Weep much (fearing Allah and
the punishment). If you cannot do that (weeping)
then remember (the wrath of Allah and His
punishment) and force the weeping condition
on yourself making out as if you weep, for the
denizens of Jahannum will weep in Jahannum to
such an extent that their tears will flow as if they
were rivers till they are exhausted. Then blood
will flow (instead of tears) causing wounds in the
eyes (and the wounds will shed more blood and
the blood and tears together will be so much that)
boats may sail in them very well.

(Sharh as Sunnah)

COMMENTARY

There will be tremendous chastisement in
Jahannum and eyes will exhaust tears and shed
blood. This will wound the eyes. To prevent this
from happening, we must grow fear of Allah
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) and weep. A Hadeeth
tells us:

(He who weeps for fear of AllaR will never
go to Hell-fire).

(At-Tirmizi and in Nasaaee it is narrated
by Sayyedina Abu Hurairah)

To weep for fear of Allah (Subhaanahu
Wa Ta’aalaa) or make, as though one weeps is
to attract the mercy of Allah (Subhaanahu Wa

Ta’aalaa) and protect oneself from Jahannum.
| JUNE-2025
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(137/137)

Sayyedina
Nu'maan bin Basheer
related that he heard
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa
Ta’aalaa)’s Messenger
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe
WaSallam) say (in one of
his sermons):

“I have given
you the warning of the
Fire of Jahannum. I have
admonished you against the chastisement of
Jahannum.”

The Prophet (SallAllaaho  ‘Alaihe
WaSallam) said the same thing over and over
again. He was saying it so loudly that had he been
standing where I am now, his voice would have
been heard by the people in the market, and (at that
time he was lost in his thoughts so completely) that
the blanket he was wearing round his shoulders
dropped (on the ground) near his feet. (Daarami)

COMMENTARY

Sometimes the Prophet (SallAllaaho
‘Alaihe WaSallam) was lost in a condition which
the Sahaabah (Companions) tried to describe
when the narrating the Ahaadeeth. So, Sayyedina
Nu’'maan bin Basheer tried to do the same thing.
The Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam)
wished to warn people of Jahannum and he
himself was deeply moved by that.

AN IMPORTANT WARNING IN RESPECT
JANNAH AND JAHANNUM
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Sayyedina Abu Hurairah related that

Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)’s Messenger
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) said:
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O People! Weep much (fearing Allah and
the punishment). If you cannot do that
(weeping) then remember (the wrath of
Allah and His punishment) and force the
weeping condition on yourself making
out as if you weep, for the denizens of
Jahannum will weep in Jahannum to such
an extent that their tears will flow as if
they were rivers till they are exhausted.

“Jahannum has been surrounded with
ease and luxuriousness, and Jannah has been
surrounded with toil and suffering.”

(Bukhari and Muslim)

COMMENTARY

Generally, sins, i.e., deeds that are to be
expected to lead one to Jahannum are a source of
sensuous enjoyment, while duties i.e., deeds that
make one deserving of
admission to Jannah come
hard on the flesh. Thus, the
ultimate destination of the
bondsman who will yield
to his inordinate appetites
and perform evil deeds
shall be in Jahannum while
the bondsman who will
observe the commands
of Allah (Subhaanahu
Wa Ta’aalaa) and remain
faithful to Him shall make his abode in Jannah.
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Sayyedina Abu Hurairah related that the

Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) said:
“When Allah created Jannah, He told
Jibreel go and see it (as to how He had made
Jannah with its astounding boons and comforts).
Jibreel thus, went and saw Jannah and the
wonderful things Allah had provided in it. On
return, he exclaimed: ‘O Lord! By Thy Glory and
Thy Magnificence. (Thou hast made Jannah so
beautiful and got ready such blessings in it that
I am sure that) anyone who hears about it will
attain it (i.e., he will be fired with the desire to live
there permanently and will gain his objective by
performing the good deeds that are needed to go
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to Jannah and avoiding the evil things)’.

Allah, then, surrounded Jannah with toil
and hardship (i.e., le enclosed it on all sides with
the injunctions of the Shari’ah to observe which
calls for a great deal of self-denial and earnest
endeavor), and, once again, told Jibreel to go and
see Jannah (with the new barricade built around
it). So, once more, he went and saw Jannah, and,
on his return, he exclaimed: ‘Our Lord! By the
Glory and Thy Magnificence, now I fear that no
one will be able to attain it (i.e., the condition of
the observance of the laws of the Shari’ah Thou
hast prescribed is so very hard that, perhaps, no
one will be in a position to fulfil it)". Again, when
Allah created Jahannum, He told Jibreel to go and
see it (and the various forms of punishments He
had put together there). Thus, he went and saw
it, and, on coming back, he said: ‘O Lord! By Thy
Glory and Thy Magnificence, (Thou hast made
Jahannum such an infernal place that) whoever
hears about it will never enter it (i.e., he will
strictly refrain from acts that are likely to take him
to Jahannum. Allah then, surrounded Jahannum
with material comforts and bodily enjoyment
and told Jibreel again, to go and see it. So, once
more, he went and saw Jahannum (and the ring
of sensual pleasures that had been put round it).
On return, he exclaimed: ‘O Lord! By Thy Glory
and Thy Magnificence, now I fear that everyone
will make his home in it (i.e., the pleasure with
which Thou hast encompassed Jahannum hold
such an attraction for man, with all his animal
desires and propensities, that, perhaps, everyone
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will yield to them and end up
in the bottomless pit).”

(At-Tirmizi, Abu

Daawood and Nasaaee)

COMMENTARY

The special lesson the
above Hadeeth carries is that
the sequel of gratifying one’s
inclinations and desires (which,
apparently, is so pleasing) is
the fearful chastisement of
Jahannum, a moment of which
will make one forget the joys
and comforts of a lifetime,
while the end of a life, of loyalty
and submission to Divine
injunctions (which seems so
hard and cheerless to our carnal
selves) is Jannah, the home of
perfect felicity and eternal bliss.

(Vee/Vee)
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(140/140)

Sayyedina Abu Hurairah related that
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)’s Messenger
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) said:

“I have not seen a fearful calamity like
Jahannum that the one running away from it
may have fallen asleep, and I have not seen an
attractive thing like Jannah that the one desiring
it may have slept.”

(At-Tirmizi)

COMMENTARY

It is natural for man that when he runs to
save his life from an evil thing like a ferocious beast
or a pursuing enemy, he keeps running and does
not think of rest or sleep till he has attained safety.
Similarly, when a person strives as eagerly for a
desirable object he forgets about rest and sleep till
he has succeeded in his aim. But towards Jannah
and Jahannum our attitude is hard to explain.
There is no more alluring thing than Heaven, but
instead of trying our utmost to attain it, we are
inclined to be negligent while there is no more
detestable thing than Jahannum yet those who
should be fleemg from it are fast asleeB
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(To ge Continued)
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ISLAMICS

FIRM IN FAITH

Sent by: Sister Qurrat ul ‘Ain

his wife was taken away from him to the ruler.
is worst fear had come true!

The Quraan is generously peppered
throughout its noble length with praiseworthy
mention of Prophet
Sayyedina Ibrahim and the
many notable righteous
actions that he performed

during his lifetime.

!"ust as Prophet Sayyedina Ibrahim had feared,

Powerful king,

No doubt, his
boldness in  defending
monotheism and in

remaining steadfast upon
the (s “Deen” (Religion)
against glaring odds yielded
long-lasting positive results,
not the least of which is a righteous lineage
that included many Prophets in his succeeding
generations, who continued to benefit mankind
long after he was gone.

Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) has
called Prophet Sayyedina Ibrahim an “Ummah
(Nation) in the Quraan, because what he achieved
alone usually takes a whole nation of righteous
people to achieve.

Prophet Sayyedina Ibrahim enjoyed a
very loving and intimate relationship with his
wife Sarah, upon whom Allah (Subhaanahu
Wa Ta’aalaa) sent special salutations when
she expressed incredulity and amazement at
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)’s decree of the
forthcoming birth of a pious son for her, in her
and her husband’s old age.
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who undoubtedly
had armies of strong men and a vast
dominion under his rule, resorted to
asking a physically weaker young
Muslim woman to pray for the
removal of the physical torture that
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) had
inflicted upon him as a result of his evil
intent of violating her.

IN A DANGEROUS LAND

Sahih Muslim has reported on the authority
of Sayyedina Abu Hurairah, a very interesting
and enlightening incident that occurred in the life
of Prophet Sayyedina Ibrahim and his wife Sarah.

It seems evident
to the reader, after going
through the whole incident
in the Hadeeth, that the
married couple were both
young when it happened,
because Sarah has been
called Ul .ol “Ahsan
an-Naas” in it i.e. the ‘most
beautiful of people’.

Prophet Sayyedina
Ibrahim and his wife Sarah
came to a land that had no Muslims in it, which
was ruled by a tyrannical king.

Prophet Sayyedina Ibrahim clearly felt
a sense of danger, because his wife was very
beautiful, and anything could happen to her if the
corrupt men around them came to know about the
two young Muslim newcomers in their land. He
therefore gave her some advice about what to do
in case any men enquired about who she was.

The fact that Prophet Sayyedina Ibrahim
warned Sarah of the danger she was in, clearly
goes to show that when Muslims are in a minority
in a land that is dominated by disbelief, and its
rulers are known to be vile oppressors, there is a
clear and present danger to Muslims in that land,
of being harmed physically or in their properties
by the non-believing rulers.

In such extreme cases, it is wise to show
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discretion when faced with open persecution and
threats to personal safety.

Nevertheless, when the men of the land
laid eyes upon Sarah, they immediately reported
her presence to their ruler, claiming that there
was a beautiful woman in their land whom only
someone exalted in power like him deserved to
have.

The king promptly ordered them to bring
her to him, and they did.

TURNING TO ALLAH (SUBHAANAHU WA
TA’AALAA)

Just as Prophet Sayyedina Ibrahim had
feared, his wife was taken away from him to the
ruler. His worst fear had come true!

What he did next is perhaps the most
poignant lesson to be derived from this whole
narration. He immediately started to offer Salaah

to supplicate; his first, knee- When those who believe in God ie. Allah

jerk reaction to the sudden(
calamity that had struck him,

SubhaanahuW aTaaalaa)butwhoalsocommitopen

WaSallam) said: st | G
AoV Tedall Ko el

“The real patience is at the first stroke of a
calamity.”(Bukhari)

Most of us would do anything besides
calmly go perform Wudhoo (Ablution), if needed,
and then stand to supplicate through Salaah
(Prayer).

We need to reflect upon ourselves in light
of this Hadeeth. We claim to believe that Allah
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) is the sole source and
provider of every kind of benefit and harm. We
claim to believe that no one can bring or avert any
harm or loss upon us except by Allah (Subhaanahu
Wa Ta’aalaa)’s Will and Permission.

We also believe that nothing can change
or avert the decree of Allah (Subhaanahu Wa
Ta’aalaa) except > “Du’aa”. Yet, when calamity
befalls us, and our faith is put to the test, how
many of us pass this test,
especially in those critical
moments or hours just after

is enough of a lesson for us, andmajorsinsasalifestyle areafflictedwithharm, the news hits us?

one which we should try to especiallyduringanintentionalactoftransgression

emulate and incorporate in
our own practical lives.

Try to bring to mind tendtofeelabarrierbetweenthemselvesandAllah
any of your worst fears. (SubhaanahuW aTaaalaa)thattheybelieveprevents

Almost all of us fear losing our
loved ones to death or harm.
We fear being stripped of our worldly blessings,
luxuries, and comforts.

We fear being humiliated and persecuted,
especially because of our religious faith, and /
or our ethnic identity. We fear falling ill, and we
fear losing any of our faculties, strengths, abilities,
skills and talents. Finally, we fear encountering
failure, sorrow and poverty in our lives.

Imagine one of your worst fears suddenly
coming true, and try to analyze how you’d react,
especially during the first stroke of the calamity?

Will you run around, wailing and
screaming?

Will you call out for help? If so, to whom?

And if no one answers the phone while
you frantically dial number after number, what do
you think you will be saying, thinking, and doing
during those heavy, grief-stricken moments that
follow immediately after the calamity has struck,
in which seconds pass like minutes, and minutes
like hours?

Sayyedina Anas narrated that Prophet
Sayyedina Muhammad (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe
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oroppressionagainstanotherhumanbeing,they

Our first reaction to
any sudden loss or harm that
befalls us or our loved ones --
what we do, say, and how we
act -- clearly denotes the level
and strength of our faith and

theirD uaasfrombeingheardoransweredbyH im. belief in Allah (Subhaanahu

Wa Ta’aalaa).

Therefore, turning to Allah (Subhaanahu
Wa Ta’aalaa) via one of the best forms of devout
worship, i.e. Salaah (Prayer), was the spontaneous
reaction of Prophet Sayyedina Ibrahim to the
kidnapping of his wife.

A RIGHTEOUS WOMAN'S DU'AA

When Sarah was brought to the king, and
he set eyes on her, he couldn’t help but extend his
hand towards her, and it’s anybody’s guess with
what intentions he must have done that.

However, by Allah (Subhaanahu Wa
Ta’aalaa)’s Will, his hand was gripped as if by an
invisible force, i.e. it got paralyzed and he couldn’t
move it, much less touch Sarah with it.

What happens next is perhaps the second
most significant lesson to be derived from this
whole narration: he asked Sarah to beg her God
i.e. supplicate to Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa),
to remove the grip from his hand and set it free.

Why would a would-be rapist turn to his
impending victim and ask the latter to pray to
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Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) on their behalf,
to remove their distress? Many underlying factors
are at play here:

For one, people who claim that they do not
believe in any god do not openly call out to their
Lord, i.e., Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) in
front of others during dire and pressing situations.

However, what they do as an alternative,
is contact or approach righteous or outwardly
religious people, requesting them to pray to the
Lord Almighty -- Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)
-- to remove the harm that is afflicting them.

Secondly, when those who believe in God
i.e. Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) but who
also commit open and major sins as a lifestyle,
are afflicted with harm, especially during an
intentional act of transgression or oppression
against another human being, they tend to feel

s
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a barrier between themselves and the Lord
Almighty that they believe prevents their Du’aas
from being heard or answered by Him.

This distance or “barrier” in actuality is
borne out of the innate guilt that a transgressor
or oppressor feels as a result of consistently
committing sins and disobeying  Allah
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)’s laws and commands
over time.

Because of this, such a person immediately
asks whoever near them is righteous or religious,
to make Du’aa to Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)
on their behalf, in order to remove the harm that is
afflicting them.

This is exactly what the king did when his
hand got paralyzed as he approached Sarah with
lust. He asked her twice to pray to the her “Lord
Almighty” to release his hand, promising her each
time that if her Du’aa was answered, he wouldn't
harm her. Each time, after his hand got released,
he went back from his word and tried to touch her
again.

The third time, however, his hand was
|18| AL-FAROOQ INTERNATIONAL

“They said: ‘Do you marvel at Allah’s command? Allah‘s mercy and His blessings have always
been upon you, O people of the house! Surely, He is Praiseworthy, Glorious.”

gripped much more severely than the last two
times. And this time he meant it when he said he’d
let her go if she’d pray for its release.

As soon as Sarah’s third Du’aa was
answered, he asked his men to let her go free. In
fact, he also gifted her a slave-girl o ~\> “Haajar”,
exclaiming: “You have brought to me the devil,
and you have not brought to me a human being,
so turn her out from my land!”

No doubt he said this because of the harm
that he had suffered because of her!

RELIEF AND REWARD
Truly, wunswerving faith in Allah
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) and turning to Him in
worship facilitates the solution to every calamity
and problem.
Prophet Sayyedina Ibrahim'’s

devout

Worship through Salaah and Sarah’s Du’aas
facilitated her release, unharmed, from the
tyrannical ruler who had held absolute authority
over them both.

It is also enlightening to know that that
powerful king, who undoubtedly had armies of
strong men and a vast dominion under his rule,
resorted to asking a physically weaker young
Muslim woman to pray for the removal of the
physical torture that Allah (Subhaanahu Wa
Ta’aalaa) had inflicted upon him as a result of his
evil intent of violating her.

Truly this goes to show that the worth of
the Du’aas made by a righteous woman in favor
of someone who is afflicted, is so priceless that it
cannot be weighed in gold!

And last but not least, Prophet Sayyedina
Ibrahim and Sarah received a precious worldly
blessing after the whole ordeal was over: Haajar,
who went on to give birth to our father, Prophet
Sayyedina Ismael.

<
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HADEETH IS IMPORTANT

Sent by: Syedah An’am Khairi

Quraan -- the word of Allah (Subhaanahu

Wa Ta’aalaa) and the Sunnah (the
example) of the Prophet Sayyedina Muhammad
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam). By Sunnah, we
mean the actions, sayings and silent permissions
(or disapprovals) of the Prophet (SallAllaaho
‘Alaihe  WaSallam).

The word “Sunnah” is also used to refer
to religious duties that are optional. Here, we
are concerned with “Sunnah” in the sense of the
recorded sayingsand actions (Hadeeths) of Prophet
Sayyedina Muhammad (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe
WaSallam). In this sense, Hadeeth is considered
to be second to the Quraan. It is impossible to
understand the Quraan without reference to the
Hadeeth; and it is impossible to explain a Hadeeth
without relating it to the Quraan.

The Quraan is the message, while the

The two fundamental sources of Islam are the
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Hadeeth is the verbal translation of the message
into pragmatic terms, as exemplified by the
Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam). While
the Quraan is the metaphysical basis of the
Sunnah, the Sunnah is the practical demonstration
of the precepts laid down in the Quraan.

The duty of the Messenger (SallAllaaho
‘Alaihe WaSallam) was not just to communicate
the message, rather, he was entrusted with
the most important task of explaining and
illustrating that message. That is the reason why
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) Himself has
commanded the following:
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“Say: ‘Obey Allah and obey the Messenger.
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But if you turn away, then on him (the Messenger)
lies (the responsibility of) what he is burdened
with, and on you lies (the responsibility of) what
you are burdened with. And if you obey him, you
will get the right path. The duty of the Messenger
is no more than to convey the message clearly.”
(An-Noor 24:54)
This Aayah clearly tells us the overriding

importance of Hadeeth to Muslims. They should
be eager to learn and follow the teachings of
the Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) as
expressed in Hadeeth. If
we are negligent in this
respect, it is we who have
to answer before Allah
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa).

Speaking of the
importance of Hadeeth,
we need to take into
consideration two broad
aspects of the subject.
We know that Allah
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa),
the Almighty, revealed
the Quraan to His chosen
Prophet, Sayyedina Muhammad (SallAllaaho
‘Alaihe WaSallam). So it is through the Prophet
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) we come to hear
the word of Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa); and
it is the Prophet (SallAllaaho “Alaihe WaSallam)
himself who can properly explain and demonstrate
the precepts in the Quraan. Without the required
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And surely we find such decisions only
in the Hadeeth; the duty of Muslims
is to accept the Prophet (SallAllaaho
‘Alaihe WaSallam)’s decisions whole-
heartedly. The Quraan also orders
the faithful to emulate the role
model of the Messenger (SallAllaaho
‘Alaihe WaSallam) and reckons it to
be the only way to gain the pleasure
of Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa).

explanations and illustrations given by the Prophet
(SallAllaaho “Alaihe WaSallam), the Quraan may
be misunderstood and misinterpreted by people.

So the Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe
WaSallam) took care to explain and demonstrate
to his Sahaabah (Companions) how the Quraanic
Aayaat must be read and understood. That is to
say, the importance of Hadeeth is linked to the

.r"'#_‘
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There Is indeed a good model for you in the Messenger of Allah - for the one
who has hope in Allah and the Last Day, and remembers Allah profusely.

importance of the Quraan. For example, the details
of how to perform Salaah (Prayer), for instance,
were given by the Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe
WaSallam) through his
words and action, and not
by the Quraan. This means
that we wouldn’t know
how to offer Salaah, observe
Sawm (Fast), pay Zakaah
(Obligatory Charity), or
perform Hajj (Pilgrimage)
without the examples
given by the Prophet
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe
WaSallam) as recorded in
the Hadeeth. Indeed, all
necessary details are given
in the Hadeeth, not in the Quraan.

The revelation of the Aayaat of the
Quraan took place at critical junctures in the life
of the Prophet (SallAllaaho “Alaihe WaSallam). Of
course, there are Aayaat of universal application
and significance, irrespective of the context in
which those Aayaat were revealed. But there are
other Aayaat that can be understood or interpreted
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only in the light of the actual context
in the life of the Prophet (SallAllaaho
‘Alaihe  WaSallam), which called
for that revelation. There are many
examples. For instance, the following
Aayah in the Soorah Aale ‘Imraan:
AT B G5 s a3 SET 55
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“If someone argues with

you (O Prophet!) over this after the
knowledge that has come to you, say
(to him): “Come, let us call our sons
and your sons, our women and your
women, ourselves and yourselves, then (let us)
pray and invoke the curse of Allah upon the liars.”
(Aale ‘Imraan 3:61)

This Aayah talks about Jels “Mubaahalah”
(invoking the curse of Allah on those who take
a dishonest stand); and was revealed when

g S 0L s S

become believers, unless they make you the judge

in the disputes that arise between them, then find

no discomfortin their hearts against what you have
decided, and surrender to it in total submission.”

(An-Nisaa 4:65)

And surely we find such decisions only

in the Hadeeth; the duty of Muslims is to accept

the Prophet (SallAllaaho the Prophet (SallAllaaho
‘Alaihe  WaSallam) was The details of how to perform Salaah (Prayer), ‘Alaihe WaSallam)’s
conferring ~ with = the ¢ ogiance were given by the Prophet decisions whole-heartedly.

Christian delegation from
Najran in 631 CE. This
example clearly shows how
we need to refer to the life
and example of the Prophet
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe
WaSallam) to understand
the context, as well as the
meaning of Aayaat, such as
the above mentioned one in
the Quraan.

The foregoing shows
how Hadeeth, in practical
terms, explains, clarifies, and paraphrases the
Quraan. If we reject the Hadeeth, we may misread
the Quraan; so Hadeeth is central to a proper
understanding of the Quraan.

In the Quraan, Allah (Subhaanahu Wa
Ta’aalaa), the Almighty, commands us not only
to obey the Messenger (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe
WaSallam), but also to abide by his decisions as
follows:
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“So, never by your Lord! Never shall they
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(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) through his
words and action, and not by the Quraan.
This means that we wouldn't know how to
offer Salaah, observe Sawm (Fast), pay
Zakaah (Obligatory Charity), or perform Haijj
(Pilgrimage) without the examples given by
the Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) as
recorded in the Hadeeth.

The Quraan also orders the
faithful to emulate the role
model of the Messenger
(SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe
WaSallam) and reckons
it to be the only way to
gain the pleasure of Allah
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa).
It is  therefore
obligatory that we look up
to the Prophet (SallAllaaho
‘Alaihe WaSallam)’s morals
and exemplary character
and carry them out in our lives. We can never do so
without studying Hadeeth. It is most illuminating
in this respect to learn that when Sayyedatina
‘Ayeshah was asked to describe the character of
the Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam), her
definitive answer was: “His character was that
of the Quraan”. In other words, the Prophet.
Sayyedina Muhammad (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe
WaSallam) personified the best ideals and values
of the Quraan. How could we then neglect the
Hadeeth, which alone can lead us to the precise
ways in which the Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe
WaSallam) exemplified the Quraanic ideals?

<
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ISLAMICS

A CANCER

IN OUR SOCIETY

DEFEND YOUR BROTHER

Sent by: Sister Hamnah Abdul Kabeer

Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) says in
His Holy Book, Quraan
a2, e SR LTS
(n) Xke 4200
“And why, when you heard of it, did
you not say: ‘It is not for us to
speak about this. Pure are You
(O Allah!). This is a most serious
slander.”
(An-Noor 24:16)
Islam teaches us
brotherhood. It teaches us
equality. It teache\s us love and
compassion only & J.. 3 “Fee
Sabeelillaah” (for Allah’s Sake).
o “Gheebah”
(Backbiting) is one of the major
sins in Islam. There are many
reasons behind this and behind every ruling
of Islam where so much of emphasis is laid on
brotherhood and unity, the thing that causes its
destruction is, without doubt, a major sin. This
leads to rifts among Muslims. Hatred comes into
being which eventually is upgraded to envy and
all kinds of ill-feelings for each other. The loving

je2|

and caring Muslim brother becomes a sworn
enemy. Anger and hatred make people forget the
basic manners and thus the Islamic principles.
Quraan declares about Muslims as:
ey i n Chrs . e
ot :.\.?'_) 2\.&(.“&0:\.1;‘
“hard on the cfi;r;elievers, compassionate
among themselves”
(Al-Fath :29)
The Prophet (SallAllaaho
‘Alaihe WaSallam) also says:
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“You see the believers

as regards their being merciful

among themselves and showing

love among themselves and

being kind, resembling one

body, so that, if any part of the body is not well

then the whole body shares the sleeplessness
(insomnia) and fever with it.”

(Muslim)

Backbiting causes a discord among the

Muslims and might lead to their destruction. May



Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) forbid this.

Backbiting and gossiping are such common
practices among the masses — Muslaims and non-
Muslim alike -- that it is not even considered as
a wrong and shameful act in present human
society. They are just narrating a slanderous story.
Just spreading the news around. Right! Instead,
why not indulge in Worshipping their Creator,
the Lord Almighty. Why do not Remember Him
through His §3 “Zikr” (Remembrance) instead of
talking behind someone’s back?

People indulge in this shameful act
due to many reasons. Those first and foremost
is the weakness of Iman (Faith). If one feared
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), he wouldn’t
participate in backbiting. At other times, just to
please the companions one gives way to it. The
chief reason is pure envy towards others. This is
also a factor when one wants to be more successful
than another so he resorts to such contemptible
devices.

It has explicitly been said in the Quraan:
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'l © Nnot spy or backbite each other.
Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his
brother when dead? You would detest it .."

[49:12 Quran]

“O you who believe, no men should ever
scoff at other men. May be, the latter are better
than the former. Nor should women (ever scoff)
at other women. May be, the latter women are
better than the former ones. And do not find fault
with one another, nor call one another with bad
nicknames. Bad is the name of sinfulness after
embracing Faith.”

(Al-Hujuraat 49:11)

At another place it is said:

O 54 55 3T

“Woe to every backbiter, deride”
(Al-Humazah 104:1)
Any physical act

“O you who believe!
Abstain from many of the
suspicions. Some suspicions
are sins. And do not be
curious (to find out faults of
others), and do not backbite
one another. Does one of
you like that he eats the flesh
of his dead brother? You
would abhor it. And fear
Allah. Surely Allah is Most-
Relenting, Very-Merciful.”

On the Day of Judgment, Allah
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) will
call to account each and every one
of us. Both the wrong-doer and
the affected one will be brought
in front of the Allah (Subhaanahu
Wa Ta’aalaa). Just imagine the
torment of that alone. These
proceedings will not happen
behind closed doors. Everyone
will witness it happening.

of contempt is sneering be
it by rolling one’s eyes or
twitching the nose and so
on. When we include words
in this already gross act,
it consummates the art of
backbiting.

Even if the piece of
news hurting one’s brother
if conveyed in his absence
brother, which is true that is
still backbiting. This is clear
from this Hadeeth:

Sayyedina Abu

(Al-Hujuraat 49:12)
Eating the flesh
of one’s dead brother! The very thought gives a
person goosebumps. This is not just an indication
of animalistic behavior but the Aayah (Verse) also
tells us that it is a grave insult of a brother.
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) says:
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Hurairah reported
Wa Ta’aalaa)’s Messenger
‘Alaihe  WaSallam) asked his

Allah (Subhaanahu
(SallAllaaho
Sahaabah: L
91..::5/\ Lo O}).\ﬁ
“Do you know what backbiting is?”
They replied: i
el duys ail
“Allah and His Messenger know best.”
He said: Seog o o % oS0
o5 o S 453
“It is saying something about your brother
which he dislikes.”
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“Supposing that what I said about my
brother was true?”

The Messenger (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe
WaSallam) said: .
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“If what you say about him is true
you have backbitten him and if it is not true
you have slandered him.”

(Muslim)

The problem is that human beings
tend to be very short-sighted. We will not
forever be living in this world. On the Day
of Judgment, Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)
will call to account each and every one of us.
Both the wrong-doer and the affected one will
be brought in front of the Allah (Subhaanahu
Wa Ta’aalaa). Just imagine the torment of that
alone. These proceedings will not happen behind
closed doors. Everyone will witness it happening.
The embarrassment and humiliation of such a
situation for the wrong-doer cannot be explained
in words nor can the mind stretch to such an extent
to picturize it.

Furthermore, the good deeds of the wrong-
doer will be given to the affected one according to
the sin. It is already a struggle to earn plus points
and be prepared for the Aakhirah (Hereafter).
Any deduction in the good deeds would lead to
our doom. May Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)
save all of us. Moreover, we should reflect over
our shortcomings and remove it.

The best thing to do is to get a grip on
our tongues and remember the Most Exalted and
Magnificent, Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa).
The Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam) said:
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“The gravest sin is going to lengths ‘in

talking unjustly against a Muslim’s honor.”
(Abu Daawood)

The Prophet (SallAllaaho  ‘Alaihe
WaSallam) also said that if a word of backbiting
was to be mixed with the water of the sea, it would
contaminate it.

This is not the end of it. Can a Muslim
witness the honor of his brother being attacked?
What should one do when a brother is being
dishonored in his presence?

Sayyedina Abu Ad-Dardaa narrated that
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)’s Messenger

(SallAllaaho “Alaihe WaSallam) said:
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The Prophet Muhammad % said

“Backbitting is more intense than
zina (adultery)”

- Al-Bayhagqi

2
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“He who defends the honor of his (Muslim)
brother, Allah will secure his face against the Fire
on the Day of Resurrection.”

A Muslim cannot tolerate such low acts in
his presence. It is one of the signs of the believer.

And when they hear il “Al-Laghw”
(dirty, false, evil, vain talk), they withdraw from
it and say:
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“Our deeds are for us and your deeds are
for you. Peace be on you. We do not desire (to be
entangled with) the ignorant people.”

(Al-Qasas :55)

If one cannot stop such idle talks then he
should consider it wrong in his heart and withdraw
from that gathering. Being a part of such gathering
and listening backbiting is also a sin.

Islam teaches us that if a brother is being
dishonored in our presence, we should defend
his honor. Would we like to be in his place? If a
man’s brother is slandered in his presence, and
he is capable of defending him and does so, Allah
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) will defend him in this
world and in the next. But if he fails to defend him,
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) will destroy him
in this world and the next.

(Baghawi)

The key to ;¢ “Jahannum” (Hell) is easily
distributed. A Muslim should strive for the key to
> “Jannah” (Paradise). It is difficult to reach it
but once it is in our hand then there is eternal bliss
Aameen!

Olas “Shaitaan” (Satan) will make all evil
appear heavenly to us but Allah (Subhaanahu Wa
Ta’aalaa) forewarned us about our greatest and
eternal enemy.

“ \J\_}
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JUSTICE AT ALL COST

Sent by: Brother Ali Siddiqui

of all Islamic laws and all Islamic teachings;

one word that describes the overriding
value that permeates all Islamic values. Justice.
The Quraan says:

ZiSH 24 u’,, cigh, ez o 5
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“We have indeed sent Our messengers
with clear proofs, and sent down with them the
Book and the Balance, so that people may uphold

equity.”

There is one word that captures the essence

(Al-Hadeed 57:25)

One of the purposes of sending the
prophets was to establish Justice in the world
and end injustice. Broadly speaking, doing justice
means giving everyone his due. But this simple
statement camouflages all the complexities of
life in their myriad and ever-changing relations;
all the temptations; all the apprehensions and
concerns; all the conflicts and dilemmas. To guide
the people, Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) sent
down the prophets with clear signs, the Book, and
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the Balance. The Book contains the revelations that
spell out what's fair and unfair or right and wrong.
The Balance refers to our ability to measure and
calculate so we can follow the path shown by the
Book and explained by the Prophets.

Together these sources taught us what are
the rights of Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), of
other people, and of our own persons on us and
how to balance them. A life lived in obedience
to Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), then, is a
continuous balancing act, both individually and
collectively.

Under normal circumstances many people
can be just. But Islam commands its followers to be
just even in the face of strong conflicting emotions.
In dealing with other human beings, two major
impediments to justice are love and hatred. See
how the Quraan teaches us to overcome the first
impediment when we are dealing with our closest
relatives or even ourselves.
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“O you who believe! Be upholders of
justice - witnesses for Allah, even though against
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(the interest of) your selves or the parents, and

the kinsmen. One may be
rich or poor, Allah is better
caretaker of both. So do
not follow desires, lest you
should swerve. If you twist
or avoid (the evidence),
then, Allah is all-aware of

what you do.”
(An-Nisaa 4:135)
Here is the

resolution from the Quraan
of the perennial conflict
between self-interest and
justice. Be just, even if it
is against your narrowly
defined self-interest or of
those very close to you.
Ignorant people think they
are protecting their self-
interest by being unjust to

others. Their decision to be just or unjust may be
based on a cold calculation of self-interest. But

When the Hindus saw that such a
great scholar of the Muslims had
admitted without hesitation that
this land belonged to the Hindus,
then, sensing this truthfulness,
the quarreling Hindu community
embraced Islam and declared
that they will build a Masjid on
this land. On this occasion, the
remarks uttered by the British
judge in his decision is historic.
The Judge said:

“Today, the Muslims lost but

'I/

Islam won!!

&SIk 15 \ }3 oo J ‘_5:;),\ ok ” ¥ K J)T Wa Ta’aalaa) and He will protect us when we
follow His command to be just. The justice
demanded by Islam permits no favoritism.
The other equally potent impediment is
hatred. Here again Quraan commands:
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“O
believe! Be steadfast for
(obeying the commands
of) Allah, (and) witnesses
for justice. Malice against a
people should not prompt
you to avoid doing justice.
Do justice. That is nearer to
Taqwaa. Fear Allah. Surely,
Allah is All-Aware of what
you do.”

(Al-Maaidah 5:8)

In other words you cannot do injustice

real faith in Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa)
elevates one beyond that narrow-mindedness.
These Aayaat remind us that the real protector of
interests of all people is also Allah (Subhaanahu
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even when you are dealing with the enemy. The
natural, uneducated, and uncivilized tendency
is to treat the enemy as less than a human being;
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one who has no rights and deserves no justice or
fairness. It was as true in the pre-Islamic tribal
~l> “Jaahiliyyah” (based on Ignorance) society
as it is today. See how
Islam directly curbs
it. It is a command to
the believers, with a
reminder that Allah
(Subhaanahu Wa
Ta’aalaa) is watching
you, that enmity
of others cannot be
used as an excuse for
committing injustices
against them.

Justice  does
require  retribution
and Islam does call
for, “an eye for an
eye”. But it does
not mean an innocent eye for an innocent eye; it
means the eye of the perpetrator for the eye of the
victim. It is amazing how those who call the latter
as barbaric, actually rally for the former when a
real crisis develops.

Fourteen hundred years ago these
commands created a society where rich and poor,
friend and foe, Muslim and non-Muslim, the ruler
and the ruled, were all treated equally and all of
them could count on receiving justice. The i
“Qadhis” (Judges) were independent and no one,
including the ~l> “Khalifah” (Caliph) was above
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the law. If a dispute arose between the Khalifah
and an ordinary person, both had to appear in
court and provide their evidence. Islamic history
is full of stories of this justice that filled the earth
wherever Muslims ruled in their golden era.
Even during their period of decline, we
find sporadic incidents that are just unparalleled.
One example from recent history may suffice here.
During the British Rule in India, once a dispute
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Be just, even if it is against your narrowly
defined self-interest or of those very
close to you. Ignorant people think they
are protecting their self-interest by being
unjust to others. Their decision to be just or
unjust may be based on a cold calculation
of self-interest. But real faith in Allah
(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) elevates one

beyond that narrow-mindedness.

arose between Hindus and Muslims over a piece of
land. Hindus claimed it belonged to a temple while
Muslims claimed it to be Masjid. Emotions were
high on both sides
and the possibility of
a riot was real. The
English judge could
not find any means of
ascertaining the truth.
It was one group’s
words against the
other’s. Finally the
Judge asked both
groups if they could
trust the testimony
of any person. They
could. It was a
Muslim Scholar who
was known for his
piety. The Scholar
was requested to come to the court as a witness
in a very charged atmosphere, with the entire
community urging him to help them win the case
through his testimony. His testimony was brief.
He said:

“The Hindus are right and the Muslim
claim is not correct.”

He had not betrayed the community; he
had only affirmed his unflinching commitment to
truth and justice above all else.

When the Hindus saw that such a great
scholar of the Muslims had admitted without
hesitation that this land belonged to the Hindus,
then, sensing this truthfulness, the quarreling
Hindu community embraced Islam and declared
that they will build a Masjid on this land. On this
occasion, the remarks uttered by the British judge
in his decision is historic. The Judge said:

“Today, the Muslims lost but Islam won!!”

That is the justice the world needs today.
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”Surely, Allah commands you to deliver
trusts to those entitled to them, and that, when
you judge between people, judge with justice.
Surely, excellent is the exhortation Allah gives
you. Surely, Allah is All-Hearing, All-Seeing.”

(An-Nisaa 4:58)

<
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ISLAMICS

HAJJ AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE

Shaikhul Hadeeth Maulana Muhammad Zakariyya r.a

a matter of fact a pattern of two scenes, depicts death; i.e. our departure from this

In the real and true state of Hajj there is wisdom can easily be grasped. Firstly, Hajj

and in each and every act of Hajj there world and the circumstances after death.

are two implied
realities. In every one
of Allah (Subhaanahu
Wa Ta’aalaa)’s
commands there
are manifold
benefits and much
wisdom, of which
the significances and
deeper meanings are
mostly of such depth
that our minds cannot
conceive them. But
many of the inner
meanings on the

other hand are such that everyone’s mind
can comprehend. Hajj is such that most of
the significance and wisdom that lies in its
each and every actis not easily understood,
while many other of its meanings and

When a Haaji runs to and from
between Mount of li. “Safaa” and o, »
“Marwah”, it calls to mind those who
will go running from place to place on
the plain of ‘> “Hashr” (Assembly)
on the day of Qiyaamah. This is what
the s “Sa’ee” signifies. On the day
of Qiyaamah, when all people will
be greatly perplexed and worried as
a result of unbearable and intensive
hardships, and sufferings, they will
decide to run to the Prophets, for them
to intercede......
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Secondly, it gives a
very vivid practical
description of true
love, devotion and
adoration.

Let us see how
Hajj depicts death
and the Aakhirah
(Hereafter). A b
“Haaji”  (Pilgrims)
leaves his home,
bids farewell to
all his loved ones
and relatives; and
departs from them

just before he sets off alone. From there
he proceeds to another country (as if into
another world) leaving behind all those
things to which he had been attached and
with which he occupied most of his time;
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his house, his family and [y
the company of his friends. §
Death is the same. Therefore,
when a person dies he leaves
behind all this, his home, his
family, friends, country and
everything he loves. Such
should the Haaji’s thought be
when leaving for the house |#|
of Allah (Subhaanahu Wa &=
Ta’aalaa), that in the same
way as he is now leaving all
worldly things behind for |
a short period of time, that =

time shall soon come when | \K e

without choice he shall have ﬁ' =
to leave them forever. -

After that the Haaji boards his car,
train, ship or airplane, which begins to
move him further and further away from
his house and dear ones. So will his dear
ones, relatives and friends lift his o}t
“Janaazah” (Funeral).

latter are like those faithful ones who will
bid farewell at the docks or airport.
However on the boat (as well as
in the grave) only those will accompany
him, who could have been of assistance to
him in this life only,
whether that be a

Having lifted it to
their shoulders they
will begin to move
him further and
further away from
everything that he
loved. So he departs
like the “Janaazah”
being carried to the
grave.

Some would
come to bid farewell

When the Haaji holds the drapery
of the Ka’bah with tears flowing
down his cheeks, throwing himself
against the »3s “Multazam”, it
calls to mind the picture of a sinner
having sinned against a most kind,
noble and generous Master. He now
comes to that Master, holding on to
his clothes, throwing himself down
before Him, and tearfully begs for
mercy and for forgiveness.

friend, a relative or
wealth. With regard
to the journey, some
companions are such
that at all times they
will see to his comfort
and happiness,
thereby making the
journey a happy and
pleasant one. Others
will be soill tempered
and quarrelsome that

at home, some
will go as far as the station and the real
faithful ones may even go further, up to
the airport. The position of the deceased
and his friends is similar to that. Some will
only come to the house to have a last look
at him. Others will go a short way for the
Janaazah Salaah (Funeral Prayer). The real
friends will go as far as the grave, to place
him inside and fill the grave with soil. The
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at every step they
will make his journey a most unpleasant
ordeal. Exactly so are the circumstances of
the deceased one. With him will remain
his deeds, which will abide with him
till the end. His good deeds will indeed
cause him great comfort and pleasure on
the journey to the Aakhirah, and his evil
deeds will indeed cause him severe pain
and suffering. The good deeds will remain
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with us in the grave in the form of a most
handsome person, while evil deeds will
remain with us in the grave in the form of
an exceedingly ugly and fearsome person.

The greatest
comfort a Haaji enjoys
in Hajj comes from the
money and provisions,
which are acquired
by him before his
departure. Likewise,
the greatest comfort
one enjoys in the life
after death is that which
comes from the good
deeds performed before
his death. Sometimes, in
Hajj a person urgently
requires more money;
and you can imagine
how happy one becomes
if that which he needs

urgently is sent to him by some near
relative or friend. How thankful is one at
that time? Similarly, how thankful will the

Some would come to bid farewell
at home, some will go as far as
the station and the real faithful
ones may even go further, up to
the airport. The position of the
deceased and his friends is similar
to that. Some will only come to the
house to have a last look at him.
Others will go a short way for the
Janaazah Salaah (Funeral Prayer).
The real friends will go as far as
the grave, to place him inside and
fill the grave with soil. The latter
are like those faithful ones who
will bid farewell at the docks or
airport.

AL

e

deceased be if after his demise his relatives,

his friends or his children give charity, or
recite the Holy Quraan, etc.; and prayed
for the rewards and the blessings of that
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to be conveyed to him. These will surely
reach him; because that is what our Holy

Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam)
said. In the next stage the Haaji has to pass

through many perilous
and unpleasant things.
Thieves may rob him, ill-
tempered government
officials will search
his luggage, query his
documents etc. All these
experiences remind us of
varies scenes of the grave
as when X “Munkar”
and & “Nakeer” will
come to question us;
our Iman will be tested,;
snakes and scorpions
and various insects will
be in the grave to punish
us. In addition to this
each one will have the

book of his deeds with him.
The Holy Quraan says:
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“We have tied up every human’s
fortune to his neck, and on the Day of
Resurrection, We will bring forth a book
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for him that he will find wide open.”
(Al-Israa 17:13)

Certainly, many a well to do Haaji;
instead of having to go through all these
bitter and unpleasant experiences goes
through the normal passport, immigration
and customs formalities un-harassed;
and experiencing
no inconvenience
reaches Hijaaz
(his destination)
in a short time.
Likewise, those who
toiled in this world
and successfully
accumulated many
good deeds will not
even feel the ordeal
of being put to test
by the questioning of
Munkar and Nakeer;
nor will they suffer other punishments of
the grave on thejourney to their destination
— the Aakhirah, which he will similarly
reach in a short time. Then until L3
“Qiyaamah” he will rest in great comfort
like a bride on her first night delighted
and happy: completely unaware of the
hardships surrounding her. Then again
for the Haaji in the next stage the two
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A (b “Haaji” (Pilgrims) leaves his
home, bids farewell to all his loved
ones and relatives; and departs from
them justbefore he sets off alone. From
there he proceeds to another country
(as if into another world) leaving
behind all those things to which he
had been attached and with which he
occupied most of his time; his house,
his family and the company of his
friends. Death is the same.

white cloths worn by him as
| ~! “Thraam” should always
{;ring to mind the " “Kafan”
(Shroud) he is to wear one day.
When £J “Labbaik” (I am at
Thy service; I am present) is
being uttered aloud by him,
" he the Haaji, should remember
| _ the day of Qiyaamah when all
== people will be called by the
'a a | angel who will blow the
8 B | “Soor” (Horn), to assemble
B B | before Allah (Subhaanahu Wa
¥! Ta’aalaa) for reckoning.
' Entering Makkah al
Mukarramah is entrance to
that realm where Allah’s (Subhaanahu Wa
Ta’aalaa) Mercy is sought and assured.
Yet, on account of our misdeeds we should
be uneasy and overcome with grief; that
we do not find peace even in a place of
peace; but Makkah al Mukarramah is a
place of peace and
security. Therefore,
throughout the
stay in Makkah al
Mukarramah we are
reminded constantly
of the fact that this
place that offers
peace to us is wholly
due to the Mercy
and Favors of Allah

(Subhaanahu Wa
Ta’aalaa). Looking
at the “Ka’bah”

should again bring to mind the sighting
of the master of the Ka’bah on the day of
Qiyaamabh. For this reason, looking at the
Ka’bah should be done with great fear and
respect, as in the case of watching a great
king at the time of entering his court. 2|,k
“Tawaaf” of the Ka’bah should bring to
mind those angels who continuously make
the Tawaaf around Allah (Subhaanahu
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Wa Ta’aalaa)’s throne at all times and will
continue to do so. When the Haaji holds the
drapery of the Ka’bah with tears flowing
down his cheeks, throwing himself against
the J«l» “Multazam”, it calls to mind the
p1cture of a sinner having sinned against
a most kind, noble and generous Master.
He now comes to that Master, holding
on to his clothes, throwing himself down
before Him, and tearfully begs for mercy
and for forgiveness. This brings to mind
how one will weep for one’s sins on the
day of Qiyaamah. When a Haaji runs to
and from between Mount of L, “Safaa”
and o5 » “Marwah”, it calls to mind those
who will go running from place to place
on the plain of > “Hashr” (Assembly) on
the day of Qiyaamah.
() 280 ZRGITNTG, Ga0i Apal (B4

“With their eyes humbled, they will
come out of the graves like locusts spread
all over.”

(Al-Qamar 54:7)

This is what the “Sa’ee”
signifies. The story is told in full detail in
the Hadeeth, that on the day of Qiyaamah,
when all people will be greatly perplexed
and worried as a result of unbearable and
intensive hardships, and sufferings, they
will decide to run to the Prophets, for them
to intercede on their behalf because of
being the near ones of Allah (Subhaanahu
Wa Ta’aalaa), having no blemishes, being
pure of sin and transgression.

What else can the wb ¢ “’Arafaat”
signify other than the i< “MahShar” - the
plain where the reckoning shall take place?
There at Arafat we see them all in one plain,
with the sun shining from above. We see
them begging for mercy, fearful of their
sinful acts. Qiyaamah will also be similar,
only that it will be much more frightening
and horrifying. In my humble opinion
the thing that one should especially
ponder over is the treaty made with Allah
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(Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa), before time
itself was created by Him. Long before the
creation of mankind, Allah (Subhaanahu
Wa Ta’aalaa) took an oath from the souls
of all the human beings ever to appear on
earth. In the words of the Holy Quraan,
Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta’aalaa) inquired
from them:

“Am I not your Sustainer?”

They replied:

“Yes.”

In C;ﬁ\,,al\ 3,54 “Mishkaat ul
Masaabeeh” we find a Hadeeth related
from Musnad Ahmad that the Holy
Prophet (SallAllaaho ‘Alaihe WaSallam)
said:

“This oath was taken at “Arafaat.”
In my personal opinion the day of
“’Arafaat” should remind us of that
covenant. The greatest thought should be
given to this at ‘Arafaat. What pledge was
taken from us; and to what extent did we
fulfil the promise.

From ‘Arafaat thejourney is towards
s> “Muzdalifah” and “Minaa”.
Imam Ghazaali states that this vast crowd
moving in their thousands, pleading in
their different languages, behind their
own Imams, each busy in his own activities
brings to mind the picture of Qiyaamah
even more vividly. There too we shall
see them greatly perplexed, worried and
in their great fear and anxiety we shall
see them also behind their own Prophets
(alaihi salaam), moving from place to
place. Hence the Haaji should adopt the
greatest humbleness and humility at these
stations.

That is how Hajj appears as a picture
of Qiyaamah. A symbolic representation
of what is to come to each of us. When we
look at Hajj in this light, numerous details
of it become clear and understandable.
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